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Title: Composition Classroom Practices: Applying Theories of Digital Rhetoric, Procedural Rhetoricand Electracy in First-Year Composition Curriculum

Principal Investigator: 
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1. Introduction

You are being asked to take part voluntarily in the research project described below. Please take your time making a decision and feel free to discuss it with your friends and family. Before agreeing to take part in this research study, it is important that you read the consent form that describes the study. Please ask the study researcher or the study staff to explain any words or information that you do not clearly understand.
2. Why is this study being done?

The purpose of this study is to better understand how and why theories in digital rhetoric, procedural rhetoric, and electracy inform and influence first-year composition curriculum at universities in the United States. 

Approximately, five to fifty WPAs and/or instructors, will be enrolling in this study at UTEP.
You are being asked to be in the study because you are a Writing Program Administrator and/or instructor at your university. Your position as a WPA and/or instructor qualifies you to participate in the study at attempts to understand factors such as theories, movements in the field, and teaching philosophies that influence first-year composition curriculum.
If you decide to enroll in this study, your involvement will last about two months.
3. What is involved in the study?
If you agree to take part in this study, I will: establish contact with Writing Program Administrators and/or instructors by sending out a link to a survey beginning February 15th. The survey will be open for a month and will be distributed via the WPA listserv. 
Based on survey responses I will request interviews with WPAs and/or instructors. During this time I will also collect syllabi, assignment guidelines, and rubrics from the First-Year Composition curriculum to analyze. The interview cycle will begin on March 20, 2017, and will conclude on October 20, 2017. 


During this stage I will ask that you provide the following: first-year composition syllabus, assignment guidelines, and rubrics (if available).  If rubrics or assignment guidelines are not available, then during interviews I will ask questions specific to the information I hoped to gain in reviewing these documents. 
4. What are the risks and discomforts of the study?

There only known risks associated with this research would be you openly discussing their first-year composition curriculum, and program as it opens you up to criticism. To minimize this potential risk I ensure that your name, and the name of the university you are employed at will remain anonymous. 
5. What will happen if I am injured in this study?

The University of Texas at El Paso and its affiliates do not offer to pay for or cover the cost of medical treatment for research related illness or injury. No funds have been set aside to pay or reimburse you in the event of such injury or illness. You will not give up any of your legal rights by signing this consent form. You should report any such injury to Jennifer Falcon at (323) 243-4739 and to the UTEP Institutional Review Board (IRB) at (915-747-7693) or irb.orsp@utep.edu. 
6. Are there benefits to taking part in this study?

There will be no direct benefits to you for taking part in this study. However, this research may help us to understand the field of rhetoric and composition’s approach to first-year composition curriculum, which may also help to improve curriculum at the benefit of the university and its students.
7. What other options are there?
You have the option not to take part in this study. There will be no penalties involved if you choose not to take part in this study.

8. What are my costs?

There are no direct costs. 
9. Will I be paid to participate in this study?

You will not be compensated for taking part in this research study.

10. What if I want to withdraw, or am asked to withdraw from this study?

Taking part in this study is voluntary. You have the right to choose not to take part in this study. If you do not take part in the study, there will be no penalty or loss of benefit.
If you choose to take part, you have the right to skip any questions or stop at any time. However, we encourage you to talk to a member of the research group so that they know why you are leaving the study. If there are any new findings during the study that may affect whether you want to continue to take part, you will be told about them. 
The researcher may decide to stop your participation without your permission, if he or she thinks that being in the study may cause you harm.
11. Who do I call if I have questions or problems?

You may ask any questions you have now. If you have questions later, you may call Jennifer A. Falcon at (323) 243 – 4739 or email at jfalcon3@utep.edu
If you have questions or concerns about your participation as a research subject, please contact the UTEP Institutional Review Board (IRB) at (915-747-7693) or irb.orsp@utep.edu.

12. What about confidentiality?
Your part in this study is confidential. None of the information will identify you by name. Individual survey responses will be kept private. The data collected from the survey responses will be made public through the study. The interview participants’ responses will be public, as they are part of the study. At no point will a participant will be named, nor will the institution of the participant be named at any time. Identifiers such as regions may be used to describe institutions. Other identifiers, such as the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education of the institution may be used to compare and contrast curriculums among the different research institutes.

Data will be stored on an encrypted external hard drive. As the researcher, I will ensure that all data collected is secure and remains confidential by storing all data on a password protected external hard drive. Interviews will be audio recorded and transcribed. All audio recordings will be stored on a separate external hard drive. Audio recordings will be deleted within twenty-four hours of transcription. All external hard drives will be kept in a locked office.
13. Authorization Statement

I have read each page of this paper about the study (or it was read to me). I know that being in this study is voluntary and I choose to be in this study. I know I can stop being in this study without penalty. I will get a copy of this consent form now and can get information on results of the study later if I wish.

Participant Name: 






Date: 


Participant Signature: 






Time:

Participant or Parent/Guardian Signature: 

If study will only include adults omit this line.
PI’s wishing to store specimens for future study-related use, use A/V recordings in the future for education purposes, etc. can add additional verbiage here with another line to consent to such activities.
Consent form explained/witnessed by: 

 
 

Signature
Printed name:


Date:

Time:
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