Question:

On page xii of Bootstraps, Victor Villanueva writes, “language is also race in America.”  The same can be said about language and race on a global level.   Discuss in detail one of the terms listed below in relation to issues of language and race.  Use at least three figurehead scholars from the course. Cover the meaning(s) of the term as well as its strategic uses.  Throughout your response, you should be making an argument that demonstrates that the concept under discussion opens up important areas of knowledge and inquiry for the RWS field.

a) habitus
b) standard language ideologies
c) mimicry
d) performativity
e) racial formations
f) capital

NOTE:  

You should practice responding to this question for all 6 of the terms listed.  For the actual exam, only two of these terms will be listed.  You’ll then select one of them for your response.   

These are the scholars I mean by “figurehead”:   Villanueva, Freire, Gramsci (from Landry), Bourdieu (according to Grenfell) Said, Hall, C. West, Bhabha, Omi & Winant, Van Dijk, Wodak, Roediger, T. West, Fairclough, Kabota & Lin (their introduction to their book), Canagarajah, Pennycook, Lu, Horner et al.

You can refer to other scholars we read or discussed in the class to supplement your discussion.  

In your response, you will of course be bringing up some of the other terms listed above—just be sure that you focus directly on the term that you have selected.   
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