Trace Assignment

The purpose of the trace assignment is to locate and track a theoretical concept or practice across theorists, practitioners, and time. The trace helps us to understand the term or concept, locate conversations, detect shifts, and situate ourselves within the rhetorical tradition(s). You will complete the trace assignment twice during the course of the semester. 

Your trace must discuss at least two of the theorists and/or cultures assigned during the relevant portion of the course. You should have at a minimum three sources cited in your paper. 

Process

1. Take careful notes as you read with an eye toward the terms and concepts we plan to trace throughout the semester.

2. Choose a specific term/concept you would like to study in more detail.

3. What sorts of questions might a novice have about your term/concept? Articulate these and then attempt to answer them in your tracing.

4. Locate textual evidence from the primary readings that will support your trace.

5. Draft, revise, edit.

Production

1. Establish a context in which the term/concept will be discussed (a broad definition; why it is important; what its overall significance to rhetoric is).

2. Establish a logic for organizing the various contributions.

3. Conclude (your conclusion of the significance of the contributions—why we should continue to find the term/concept worthy of inquiry).

Document design

1.  No cover sheet necessary. Title of paper should include name of term/concept.

2.  Approximately 4-6 pages/double-spaced.
3.  Works Cited page (using MLA or APA documentation).

Possible Trace Terms and Concepts

Argument

Arrangement
Audience,

Culture

Delivery
Education

Epistemology

Ethos
Invention

Logos

Memory

Pathos

Style

(Adapted from an assignment by Kate Mangelsdorf)


